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KADENA AIR BASE, OKINAWA — The “Lt. Dan Band” and Melinda Doolittle will
headline this year's entertainment when Kadena Air Base opens its gates to the local
community July 4 for AmericaFest.

The AmericaFest 2009 open house will include aircraft static displays, fireworks, kiddie
land and vendors, in addition to the featured entertainment. The event will blend
cultural exchange, music, food and fun, with an opportunity for Okinawans to see
various U.S. aircraft up-close, and interact with flight crews.

The “Lt. Dan Band” leads off the musical entertainment. It has been touring for five
years. "Lieutenant Dan" is the character Gary Sinise portrayed in the 1994 film Forrest
Gump, a role for which he earned an Oscar nomination for Best Supporting Actor. As
Gary began visiting troops around the world, people (even little kids) who didn't know
him as Gary Sinise, the actor, would recognize him as "Lt. Dan". And so the name for
his group was an easy choice: Lt. Dan Band! The Lt. Dan Band covers everything from
Springsteen to Linkin Park, from Aretha to Hendrix. There's something for everyone,
and each show highlights the musical diversity of the band, as well as the passion and
energy each member brings to the stage.

Melinda Doolittle, another entertainment headliner, became a household name on
season six of American Idol. Since her time on Idol and her transition into the spotlight,
Melinda has wowed audiences everywhere with her ‘big voice’ and ‘soulful’
performances, from the White House to the Musicians Hall of Fame: from the Kennedy
Center to the Today Show. Her debut album, Coming Back to You, has garnered rave
reviews from critics, including The New York Times which hailed Melinda as one of the
most 'phenomenally gifted' in years and our most authentic new ambassador of R&B.

For gate information and other details, please visit www.kadena.af.mil.
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